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| RBC BRIEPING 43 July 1958
i
S:tate Department review completed MIDDLE EAST
| IR:g

; I. New regime consists of core of radical mationalist army officers,
with addition of civilianz fros former opposition, and bureaucrats
wvho continuing to cpbrate as before. No effective opposiiion has

appesared against it, though middle class elewents sre said to be

adopting "wait and see™ attitude.

25X1
i A. Lt. Gen., Bubai, so-called "president,” is intelligenct, able i
: senior officer dbut is not playing dominant role.
25X1
B. Of other officers, Premier Brig. Qasim snd his deputy, Col,
Arif, appear as leading lights 2;5X1
NN ;
25X1 |Raw Finance Iinutor: !% only !

learned of his appointment on radio, says Arif is wmuch wore
"the military ma" and more famatic in his outlook,
C. Civilians are mixed bag; no communists but seversl left-wingers .
1. New minister of development, who will handle large oil
revenues, 1s leader of Baath (Arab Bocislist) party whose
k . 43yrian branch vas major factor im bringing sbout WAR.
D Asvth A Amia Y Ca Lrasiy). |
1X. Regime policies= me far are to try to reassure West in obvious eoffort
to parry iatervention, while at same tiwme obteining psychological

#ad mweaterial support from UAR and USSR,
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A, Statemeates ithat ragime istends (o ablide by sgresments on oil

snd to protect pipelines and other installations apoear ﬁiﬁﬁﬁtﬁé

for period ustil amew governacant firmly establisked.

25X1

5X1

2. New Finamce Niaister again bhas said, howsver, that regime
will seek concezsions by renegotiation. 2ctually, Nuri
govti was already building pressure in this directiona,

B. HNevertheless, new regise by initial scts ha» conxitted self ie¢

! Nasir brand of peutraliss.

} 1. 1In conversation with 93 official Hadid predicted some type
of federation with UAR but thet Iraq would retain
considerable sutoaomy.

i;. Treaty of allisnce signed by Nasir and Arif last Saturdsy
Tormeslized fact that regime had alresdy asked and

obisined help from UAR,

25X1

4. Alsc part new neatralist look wes guick request for Soviet
recognition and grateful reply when Noscow promptly
extended it. Premier (asim told Nosecow new govi wished
“emphasize” desire that relstions usdergo further develop -
mont. This touch may well be result possilble asdvice from
Nasir to gei Soviet support q@ickly to bloc ang ¥estern
interveation,

111. ¥hile Masir’s top priority to preserve Iragli revolution, his

fgentis also sactive in other aress.
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KOWALT
IV. Euwait is mort important target from ¥Yest's immediate standpoint.
! 4, Previous Irag govt sought Xawait's adherence Arad Union to
? obtain sdditional money.

B. Ruler of Xuweit has been in Damascus {(arrived for wacation

hefore lraql coup) and bham talked with MNasir, probably im hogse

Kuwaiti

thet Nasir would protect him from new Iragi gi;a. \
@Q’m AW Wi dndire/

popular sentiment definitely favors UAR,
AQM) M

Dbees sireet dewmoastratiocas dwiling Irsgli Ty despiie
traditionstEnwettisuspicton—Erag.
C. Ground for Enwait move imto UAR has been prepared by Egyptiss
schoolteanchersn, Palestiaian workers mand asationalist “literary
§ clubs ' where younger Kuwsitis sre developing orgsnizstion
| leadership talents,
D. Eimilar developments possible, though less 1likely, ioc Bahreis,

| dmtar, and Persisa Gulf oil region generslly.
YREUMER~ADEX

¥. This ares alsc seems likely to blossom with more fighting., British |

hnd barely begus ialks with Yemenis in Ethiopis when Irag coup

burst.
25X1
LIBYA ‘
¥1. Libyaa govt fears Nasir-inspired coup could come at aay time. aajﬁeﬁ
British troop landiags there last woek to protect King Idris.
25X1
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Sudan
VII. Premier Ehalil is under increasing fire for strongly pro-Westerna
line he has been pursuing.
A. Sudanese parliament meetiting today, cculd be occasion fer
Fgyptian-~-backed sitempt to unseat him. Cairo is eager to ous!
Ehalil since helms threatened Egyptiarn use of Nile matées,

25X1

Egypt

IX, Basir appears firmly in control, although he probably iz a bigger
hero to otker Arsbs than he is to Egyptians.
A. His trip to Moscow, besides being grandstand play to reassure

his people that they have big power support, wmas probably to

URAn 88, A0 188005852811
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B.
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Line being put out from Cniro aad other neutralist capitals,
however, iz that Masir went to persuasde raging beasts in
Kremlin from interveaing in Middle Easst and to let him, Nasir,
handle it,

LR |"i‘
JUAA AN i gl

Ko ¥assay O] ,
' . --aetion

Basir regime peanvhile

agaipst-it and 19 making military preparstiens fur defense.

1. Omce again, ships loaided with cement are reported in placy
in Suez Canal.

-2« Poputar resistasce orpgnisstions in both Egypt sad Syria
are being moebiliszed.

Fo—Antintrersit and seawnrd dofemse prepRrations are beiag
hastened:

Baghdad Pact Countries

&

X. Irag’e erstwhile Baghdad Pact partners have been lngisting some Kind
of action agains the new Iragi regime is esseantial to halt the

expansion of ¥asirism,

Turkish officials have taken bellicose line. However, the
Turkish defense minister now in this country does not believe
that interveantion is Irsq would be feasible or pruductive.
Iranian officials are worried particulsrly lest the revolutiasry

infection spread to Iran,

|
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Scviet Rilitary Moves

XIX. ¥hile USSR has plsced zome of its forces in positions of readizess,

it bas not takenmay of measures which wculd be considered necessary
25X1

to prepare for aggressive action ia Middle East or eclisewhere.
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